Foreign Policy of China —-IR, 820
(Elective Course)

Course Description: This course examines the foreign policy of the People's

Republic of China within the context of contemporary international relations.
Students will explore the evolution, principles, and strategies that shape China's
interactions with the international community through a combination of historical
analysis, theoretical frameworks, and case studies. The course begins with a
historical overview of Chinese security policy, emphasizing key concepts of national
identity, international status, and modernization. It explores the domestic sources of
China’s security policy, China’s security relations in the Asia Pacific, and particular
case studies of crisis diplomacy, such as the South China Sea, the Mekong River

Delta, and the Himalayan-Tibetan Plateau.

Course Objectives: This course surveys China's rise and its implications for Asian

and international security. It covers a wide range of topics, including China's strategic
priorities, regional engagements, global economic strategies, security policies, and

role in global governance institutions.

Learning outcome: Upon successful completion, students will have the knowledge

and skills to:

¢ A comprehensive knowledge of the evolution of China’s foreign relations and
security policies.

e A critical understanding of the key drivers of Chinese security policy behavior
in the Asia Pacific.

e Deeper insights into regional foreign policy and security challenges from a
Chinese perspective.

e A developed capacity to present strong arguments in their written and oral
work and to link relevant concepts and theories to actual practice skills (as
developed through written assessments, in-class discussions, and tutorial-

based activities).



Course Content

Week 1: Overview of Chinese foreign policy: historical perspective and critical
milestones

Week 2: Fundamental principles and guiding ideologies (e.g., Marxism-
Leninism, Deng Xiaoping Theory, Xi Jinping Thought)

Week 3: Domestic politics and leadership dynamics: influence on foreign
policy decision-making

Week 4: Economic imperatives and their impact on foreign relations (e.qg.,
trade policies, Belt and Road Initiative)

Week 5: Nationalism and public opinion: implications for China's external
behavior

Week 6: Evolution of strategic thought: Maoist era to contemporary
developments

Week 7: Military modernization and its implications for regional and global
security

Week 8: Relations with neighboring states: Southeast Asia, Japan, Korea,
and Central Asia; South China Sea disputes and regional security
dynamics

Week 9: Midterm Exam

Week 10: | Economic interdependence and strategic competition

Week 11: | Evolution of Sino-American relations since the Cold War

Week 12: Belt and Road Initiative (BRI): Objectives, Challenges, and Global
Impact

Week 13: | Soft power and cultural diplomacy: Confucius Institutes and Cultural
Exchanges

Week 14: | China's Diplomatic Initiatives

Week 15: | China's Security Policies

Week 16: | Final Exams
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